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Fueled by his jealous love for Marfa, the merchant’s daughter, Gryaznoy—one of 
Ivan the Terrible’s diabolical bodyguards—orders the court physician, Bomelius, 
to brew him a potion designed to destroy Marfa’s memory and her love for Lykov, 
her intended husband. After overhearing Gryaznoy’s evil plans, Lyubasha, 
Gryaznoy’s forsaken mistress, persuades the physician to give Marfa a potion to 
ruin her beauty instead! When Ivan the Terrible chooses Marfa as his bride, her 
physical and mental health deteriorates; however, in the end both Gryaznoy and 
Lyubasha pay for their wicked deeds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


